


IDSUE 1

AENOUNBUBY?

'Mnst people today claim to be extremely busy. But |
wonder if they are really any busier than people who
lived ot other times. Maybe most people generally regard
themselves as being busy even if they are not. No one
wants to admit to idleness or laziness, not even to himself.
1t may also be that people are oware that there are so

many possibilities of things to do that they feel compelled
to do them all.

What keeps you busy?

(1) My job

(2) Family concerns -":?
(3) Cultivating relationships with others @
(4) My kids

(5) Efforts to improve the quality of my life -

(&) 1 just pretend to be busy. @

< claim : say that (sth) is true, even though there i i
say. are is no definite
<regard : think of (sth) or (sb) in a particular way s
10} -compel : force (sb) 1o do (sth}

- cullivate : develop a friendship or relationship with (sb)



Sample Answers

(A) On weekends, there always seems to be some sort of family obligation | have to attend.
Someone is always having a birthday or anniversary or graduation or a wedding or other kind
of family reunion. If nothing is scheduled and | think | will have some free time, it always

seems like a family emergency occurs, so | never have time for myself.

(B) Children are not only expensive but time-consuming as well! Every day | have to make
sure they are doing their homework. They participate in sports and other activities that | have
to attend, too. But even without these obvious instances, they always need my personal love
and attention on display. It wears me out!
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Speak Your Mind

1. Who is the busiest in your family?
. Do you have enough time to do what you want? Why or why

not?

. How do you spend your free time?

- If your boss asked you to work overtime, would you agree?
. Do you usually come home late or early? Why?

. Who do you think are busier, kids or adults?

. Which do you think is more important, making money or

spending time with your family or friends?

8. What is a fypical example of how you waste time?

9. Who do you think are busier these days, men or women?

- obligation : moral or legal duty to do (sth)
«emergancy : unexpected situation that must be dealt with imm&diateg' ~+ OCCUT
Jout :

«on display : presented in a visible, prominent manner < Wear (s
= overtime : extra hours that (sh) works beyond the minimum requirement
= typical : having the usual features or gualities of a particular classification

happen
make (sb) fesl extremely tired 11 l



9. Who do you think are busier these days, men or women?

M :

F

M :

M:

M ;

M

: Nevertheless, | spend far more time at work than my wife does. Even afier hours, |

: You mean you go to fancy restaurants and expensive bars instead of going home

: Once a man's done with work, he's done! But a woman

: No. But maybe woman are so busy they

As always, men are busier than women are.

: What! How can you say that?

Maybe, at one time, “A woman’s work is never done” was true. But these days, a
woman can do all of her housework in a few hours and have lots of leisure time to
shop and meet her friends before her husband and children get home. 1 wish I had
life that easy!

: You aren’t a woman, and it’s obvious you don’t know what you are talking about.

Obviously I'm not female. But that doesn't mean that I'm ignorant. o

: The modern woman has to get up early in the morning, fir breakfast for her

family, get her children ready for school, get herself dressed, go to work, spend a
hard day on the job, come home, help kids with homework, do the housework,
prepare supper, do the dishes, put the kids to bed, finish any work that she has
taken home with her from the office, deal with her husband's needs, and then
finally go to sleep. And then, early the next day, she starts the rourine all over
again.

have to meet with clients to fuirther the company’s interests.
and helping your wife.
It may seem like fun to an outsider, but it is actually very stressful. I really just

want fo be at home.

has to maintain two jobs, one at home and ane @
outside the house. No wonder she gets old so fast,

Oh, come on! Women outlive men by several
years. I'm convinced that the hard work shortens
men’s lives, and the women get to save their
energy and live longer.

aren’t able to drink or smoke or overeat the
way men do — it's those activities which kill
them off, not the work!

~fix : prepara
~further : help (sth) succeed or be achieved

« outlive : live longer than (sb) elsa ;I‘E)
< kill off : destroy completaly

+routine © usual way of doing things



